Hello All;

For years now have been reading and learning greatly from all the past posts.

Through this forum I have taught my 14-year-old daughter how to build many a small scale “winders” as we’ve come to call them. Which for me is proof-of-concept things or lawn ornaments, where we make use of whatever happens to be around to get a desired outcome.

Nothing large scale, St. Louis City, where we live frowns on these things without having 15 dozen committees to discuss whether they should allow such unsightly things. But enough ranting.

My questions are thus.

Given the knowledge that the NiCd batteries are not environmentally right, but still having thousands around and that these types of batteries are more suited for the deep-cycle use that the sealed and flooded lead-acid must have a constant vigil against

.

In short what are the thoughts of this forums minds to these questions?

1.) Using the NiCds instead of SLAs 

2.) Long term use of the NiCds, until they are completely worn out then sending them to the recycler.

3.) Current draw on the NiCds versus other types.

My reasons are:

A fellow employee just took possession of an Areo-Rider PAV (Power Assisted Vehicle). Sadly it came with SLAs which are okay for starters, but they are heavy and the distance he takes it means that the batteries are all but empty when he arrives and we all know that SLAs cannot continue to take this abuse and live very long. Abuse being more that 60 % depleted.

Our company has hundreds of NiCds that we can only use for two years and then must take them out of service, as they are used for medical devices. I purposed that we used these instead of purchasing new SLAs or NiMhs partly due to the costs and we are very big in recycling.

 
I am not too sure where to post this, so I thought I would just put it out here for all to read and see.

All ideas, suggestions, and questions will be greatly appreciated.  

